The Universal Provider

Waithman's career as a member of Parliament well
illustrates the contempt in which shopkeepers were
held by the aristocracy in the first half of the nine-
teenth century; for when he attempted to address the
House his speeches were almost invariably drowned
by the deliberate coughs, hiccups, and snuffles of his
snobbish fellow-members.

From Waithman's shop up Fleet Street to Temple
Bar and the Strand there were few outstanding shops,
but near Charing Cross in  Cockspur Street stood
another substantial drapery store, that of Howell and
James.    If   Whiteley  had   preferred   following   the
northern route leading westward from St Paul's he
would first have descended Newgate Street, and then
gone up Snow Hill, passing through a distillery quarter,
flanked, not inappropriately, by a group of under-
takers, whose shops dotted Farringdon Street.  As he
entered Holborn by way of Snow Hill and Charter-
house Street he would pass on his right Hatton Garden,
which accommodated, besides  diamond merchants'
offices, a fashionable carpet repository and the famous
Rowland's Macassar Oil and Kalydor Warehouse,
"patronized by Her Majesty and the Royal Family."
This much-advertised hair-oil manufactory played into
the hands of the drapery and furnishing business by
creating the demand for antimacassars!  Holborn was,
of course, lined with shops, but trade did not particu-
larly flourish here, and was already tending to move
farther westward.  Bending to the south along Broad
Street, the wanderer would now enter Bloomsbury,
then a fashionable residential quarter, and so reach
Oxford Street along New Oxford Street, laid out in
1847 through the disreputable rookery of St Giles5.
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